EASTON ROYAL PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Tuesday 4th September 2007
In the Village Hall

PRESENT:
 M de Pass, R Choules, G Cooper, C Elliott, P Martin G. Webb and J. Percy Caldwell (KDC).
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, R S Hall (WCC Councillor) M Holden

MINUTES:
The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th May 2007 having been circulated, were approved and signed
CLERK’S REPORT ON ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING


New Code of Practice was adopted by Circulation to all members of the Parish Council and this was confirmed by vote at the this meeting


Councillor Packs for all Councillors have been re-ordered and are waiting back-order fulfilment


The Pothole by the church turn is in the program of works and the Parish Steward is monitoring this from a safety angle.

Micro Surfacing has been completed through the village. Highways Authority has noted a number of defects. Tar and gritting is also complete but some parts are not to a very high standard

Harris Lane rubble has been levelled by a work party and rain has further consolidated the surface

CORRESPONDENCE:

Village Hall have produced a new booking terms and conditions following concerns about the use of the Recreation ground with the Village Hall. Parish Council approved the concept that the Village Hall should act as Agent for the Parish Council on these matters.

Village Hall Committee requested a more permanent structure be allowed to be erected close to the road in the Recreation ground to aid advertising events in both the Hall and Recreation Ground. This was approved.

A letter and a number of telephone calls have been received about speeding agricultural vehicles during Harvest and damage to verges from large Machinery. Farming community will send apologies to those affected if they are aware damage has been done.

Letter received from Age concern re the AGM on 10th October.

Letter received from VAK re AGM on 11th October 

Easton Royal Heritage Group thanked the Parish Council for the grant

B3087 PARKING:

A reply from Highways had been received, explaining that off-road parking was not suitable for the two house so close to the start of the Speed Limit even though other properties had off-road parking.  There was no further case for additional lighting since a Street Light existed at that site. Councillors expressed the view that Painting of Railings was wasted resources when compared to funding road improvement

PLANNING:
Existing Applications outcomes

K/56408/TR2 Tree work at Oseland Cottage

Approved



K/56411/TR2 Tree work at Redroofs


Approved



Street Closure for Easton Revels

Approved

Cobbetts Appeal on New Access


Dismissed 

New Applications since last meeting 
K/54172/F Summerhouse Crossroads Farm

Registered

FINANCE:
C Elliott proposed, R Choules seconded, and the following payments approved:
Bawden
179.09

H D T Helps
375.00

Viking Direct
29.32

Bawden
179.09

Bawden
179.09

Kennet DC- Local Elections
456.00

PCC re Burial Ground
1000.00

REPORT FROM JAMES PERCY CALDWELL:

Following the decision that Wiltshire will become a Unitary Authority, there will be Shadow Elections in 2008 or 2009. The Chief Executive Officers of the various District Councils have been invited to join the consultation on timings for the change. 3 District Councils have mounted a Legal Challenge to the creation of the Unitary Authority. The view is that in 2008, there will be Shadow Elections and Councillors, voted in, will take over gradually to complete by 2010. In 2009, Wiltshire will start to take over , whilst the District will reduce it’s power and the whole will become a tiered democracy as the new Unitary Authority. Kennet District Council has in the region of £26 Million in retained funds, which they may wish to allocate within the community prior to the establishment of the Unitary Authority. There was disquiet about the lack of Consultation on the formation of the UA especially since all four District Councils and the Populace in general were against the formation of the UA. UA Councillors may end up as Semi-professional politicians. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
Following on from the discussion on the parking problems, Clerk was asked to write to the Highways Authority requesting views on the possible lowering of speed limits through Easton Royal on the B3087 and down the Street.

Clerk was asked to write about the overhanging trees at the end of Harris Lane and to look again at the Street Light close to Pippins.

R Choules and P Martin will be trimming the hedge around the Play Area and will trim the Lime Tree at the same time.

R Choules asked if the Choules Family could provide a Memorial Seat outside the Play Area. This was met with full agreement and it was suggested that the seat be fixed to the ground to stop vandalism.  A number of brochures, received by the Clerk, would be provided to source a suitable seat.

M de Pass mentioned that a number of walkers were using one of his farm tracks, which crossed Harris Lane, and wished to declare that this was an unofficial Footpath. He was concerned that the Wiltshire Gap (wire gate) was not always being closed, leaving his stock vulnerable.

P Martin completed the report on the state of Styles in the Parish. Highways will be approached about providing repairs /materials. If required, a number of Councillors offered to make up a work party to remedy any faults.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Tuesday20th November 2007 at 1930 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2045
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